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Missionary Candidates At Montreat 


Bottom row, left to right: Mr. Wilson T. Dowling, Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ansley, Drew and Nan- 
ette, Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Stixrud, Tom and Roxann, Africa; Dr. and Mrs. Robert Dunn, William 
Robert, Jr., and Norma, Africa; Mrs. Robert Camenisch, Robert and Glenn, Brazil. 

Second row: Miss Elizabeth Dunlap, Africa; Miss N:2llie Swensen, Japan; Rev. and Mrs. John W. Grimes, 
Brazil; Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Prentice, Thomas Kent, Mary Irene and Daniel Mack, Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. 
William L. Ellison, Susan and Travis, Brazil. 

Third row: Rev. William Metzel, Africa; Mr. Georze T. McKee, Jr., Africa; Rev. and Mrs. Howard Ca- 
mercn, Africa; Rev. Ernest Gilmore, Brazil; Rev. and Mrs. Lardner Moore, Japan; Rev. Robert L. Smith, 


Korea; Rev. Robert W. Cousar, Jr., Brazil. 
Fourth row: Rev. Curtis Goodson, Brazil; Rev. and Mrs. John R. Hornick, Brazil; Miss Cora A. Way- 
land, Korea; Rev. and Mrs. David V. Miller, Africa; Miss Elizabeth Miller, Africa; Miss June Lamb, Japan; 


Miss Claribel Moles, Korea; Miss Ann Faucette, Korea. 
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SLE TTERS — 


A Little Light On The Subject 
By Allen E. Fortune 


Dear Editor: 


In the July 23, 1954 issue of this paper, under 
the caption “Random Shots” by Mr. L. A. Beck- 
man, Jr., a comparison was made of the attendance 
of the Negro representatives of the Snedicor Me- 
morial Synod’s meetings before its dissclution and 
the attendance after the dissolution to the various 
Svnods, which reveals an alarming decrease. It 
may give some reason for the decrease to know 
that before the dissolution of the Snedicor Memorial 
Synod the traveling expense to and from its meet- 
ings was paid by the Snedicor Memorial Synod, 
while after the dissolution the traveling expense 
to and from the Svnods meetings is being paid by the 
varicus churches and ministers from which dele- 
gates are sent. 

Respecitully, 
A. E. Fortune, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Editor’s Note: The fact as stated by Mr. Beckman 
that attendance under the new plan is not nearly 
as good as under the old plan still goes un- 
challenzed. 


NOTICE! 

To Those Who Are Concerned About The 

Preservation And Continuation Of The 

Evangelical Witness And Work Of The 

Southern Presbyterian Church 

If you join in this concern—a vital and pressing 
matter at this time—make your plans to attend the 
annual meeting of this group in Weaverville, N. C., 


beginning at 10:00 o'clock in the morning on Wed- 
nesday, August 18. 
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EDITORIAL 
The Spirit Of 


Compromise 


The writer is just in receipt of a long personal 
le:ter from a man in closest touch with the present 
political situation in England and on the Continent. 


Writing trom London he says: 


‘“T am acutely anxious about the world situation, 
and | think the most earnest prayer will be needed 
to avert the dangers which have so suddenly in- 
creased. 


Basically, the Communist combine is degenerat- 
ing and had we been tough it could, I think, have 
been smashed, or at least reduced, without real 
danger of a world conflagration. Unfortunately we 
have been desperately weak over .Indo-China, and 
the shocking compromise which has occurred has 
let loose the flood tides of Appeasement in Europe. 


What | am afraid of is that neither Eden nor 
anyone else will ke able to control them, and I see 
that even the formerly left-wing ‘Times newspaper 
(London) has today suddenly taken fright. 


‘The supreme danger is that the appeasers wil! 
get so much public opinion behind them as a result 
of Geneva, that they will force the neutralization 
ot Germany. Let us make no mistake as to the 
meaning of this. It would be accomplished by uni- 
fication. It is known from our Intelligence sources 
that the Soviet Union has cadres already formed in 
East Germany with which to penetrate the whole ot 
the Western area as soon as the unification. is 
achieved.’ 


The letter (three pages) gives many other de- 
tails of the danger now so real, danger inherent in 
the spirit of compromise which is abroad. 
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[t is not strange—it is supremely logical—that 
tose theological and ecclesiastical leaders who 
hive departed farthest from the historic Christian 
taith seem blind to, if not active participants in the 
desire for a compromise with world Communism. 
|.eploring the evils of communism they are still 
tailing to admit that it is an ideology, both in theory 
and in practice, with which there can be no com- 
promise. For twenty-three years our nation has en- 
gaged in a “recognition” of Soviet Russia which 
has proven a consistent source of trouble and dis- 
aster and which will continue to be just that until 
we have the moral and spiritual courage to re- 
nounce any recognition of or dealings with this 
monstrous evil. 


The spirit of compromise offers a sense of im- 
mediate peace and security, but, in this case we be- 
lieve it will inevitably lead to yet further disaster. 


—L.N.B. 


East Alabamians 
Speak For Themselves 


Since the pro-union paper has taken the Presby- 
tery of East Alabama severely to task for voting 
early on the Plan of Union it may be well to allow 
two of these East Alabama Presbyters to speak for 
themselves. Concerning this matter, Mr. John 


Ward of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Montgom- 


ery writes, thus: 


P. O. Box No. 76, 
Montgomery, Alabama, 


July 24, 1954. 
Dr. William Childs Robinson 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Georgia 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


This question of Union has been up in our Pres- 
bytery almost continuosly for the last ten years. 
Nine years ago the Presbytery overwhelmingly ex- 
pressed its sentiments in an official vote as being 
against Union. On at least three different occasions 
the Presbytery has so expressed itself to the General 
Assembly and has overtured the Assembly to turn 
the Plan down or discontinue negotiations. The 
matter has naturally kept the Presbytery disturbed 
and undoubtedly has hampered our other work. 


In October 1952, the Presbytery appointed a 
Committee of seven members to study carefully the 


Plan of Union and to make its recommendations. 
This Committee consisted of a group of very able 
men—ministers and elders. “The Committee has 
spent a great deal of time in meetings. When the 
Presbytery met in April 1953, the Committee made 
a report and recommended 18 or 19 provisions of 
the Plan to which they objected and made recom- 
mendations for changes in a number of these in- 


stances. The 18 or 19 recommendations of the Com- | 


mittee were considered one by one by the Presbytery 
and in every case the Presbytery voted approval. It 
is my understanding that these recommendations of 
the Presbytery were forwarded to the Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly for transmission to the 
Committee. Ihe Committee in our Presbytery was 
continued by the Presbytery. When the revisions 
were made in the Plan these were taken by our 
Committee and carefully studied during the early 
part of 1954. Few, if any, of the recommendations 
made by our Presbytery had been included in the 
revisions. 

When Presbytery met in April 1954, the Com- 
mittee then made its final report and recommended 
that since the Presbytery’s recommendations were 
not included that our objections were still valid 
and that after studying the revisions in the Plan 
the Committee was prepared to make final report. 
Their report was in substance that the Plan be re- 
jected—that the Presbytery overture the General 
Assembly to vote against it and to cease negotiations. 
The report and this overture were overwhelmingly 
adopted. It was then moved that in case the General 
Assembly passed the Plan and sent it down to the 
Presbyteries that the categorical question be docket- 
ed as the first order of business at the June 1954 
meeting of Presbytery. 


You will note that the Presbytery’s Committee 
had been considering the matter over a period of 18 
months and had made two reports. Also, when the 
report was adopted in April 1954 and when the 
question was docketed for the June meeting of Pres- 
bytery that we had no way of knowing that the 
General Assembly would recommend a further de- 
lay in voting by the Presbyteries. 


Members of our Presbytery had therefore had 
better than two months notice that the question had 
been officially docketed as the first order of business 
at the June meeting. Everybody in the Presbytery 
knew that the question would be voted on then. 
Consequently, when Presbytery met in June we 


proceeded to do that which we had agreed to do | 


back in April. There were arguments made by sev- 
eral proponents of Union to follow the Assembly’s 
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recommendations and postpone the vote. The strong- 
est plea that was made for taking the vote was made 
by Dr. McGuire, who stated that he was for Union 
and would vote for it but that he was unalterably 
opposed to this Presbytery putting the matter off 
any longer—that it had been docketed since the last 
meeting of Presbytery and that we were all there 
and ready to vote—which the Presbytery proceeded 
to do. 


Now, there are several other things which might 
be taken into consideration which will show that 
this Presbytery tried to follow the suggestions of 
the General Assembly in every particular except this 
last recommendation regarding waiting until Janu- 
ary 1955 to vote. Our setting up of this Committee 
of seven, our careful study of the Plan, our con- 
tinuation of this Committee to study final revisions. 
After the 1953 General Assembly recommended 
that the Plan be considered and discussed through 
the ensuing year, we tried to follow that out. Dur- 
ing that year the matter was discussed in a number 
of the churches in the Presbytery. 


Our Session voted to hold a meeting here in 
Trinity Church in March and have both sides of 
the question presented. Invitations were officially 
extended to the entire Presbytery to attend this 
meeting and a number of churches outside Mont- 
gomery were represented at the meeting. You know 
we had one of the ablest men on each side that 
could be secured—Francis Pickens Miller for the 
Union crowd and Nelson Bell against it. 


We felt that this Presbytery has done everything 
it could do—that both sides had bombarded the 
whole Presbytery—that the regular work of the 
Church and the Presbytery had suffered sufficiently 
from this controversy and that there was no point 
in prolonging this discussion and controversy for 
six months more simply because the proponents of 
Union were able to get through the General As- 
sembly a recommendation which they felt would 
be in their favor and give them more time. 


Yours sincerely, 
JoHN M. Warp. 
J MW /ptg 


The Reverend A. C. Windham of Opelika ampli- 
fies somewhat the constitutional consideration given 
the matter by these esteemed brethren: 


Before the meeting of the General Assembly I 
addressed the following question to the Stated 
Clerk of the Assembly : 


“What will be the status and effect of that 
recommendation adopted by Presbytery if the 
Assembly should specify a date upon which 
the vote on union is to be taken by the presby- 
teries?”’ I cited to him par. 78, giving Synod 
a right to direct a meeting of Presbytery to 
transact designated business, and also the fact 
that no such provision was in the Book of 
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Church Order relative to the Assembly being 
able to designate any time to act or business 
to transact by a presbytery. Par. 169 is the 
only one that provides for any such thing, and 
that is for deferring action on an amendment, 
and urging presbyteries to act (urging only). 


Here is Dr. Scott’s answer: 


“Concerning the recommendation as to the 
date for voting by presbyteries on the Plan of 
Union, if it should be sent to them for advice 
and consent, I wish to say that I doubt whether 
the Assembly will interpret such a_ recom- 
mendation as that it would be binding upon 
the presbyteries. The Presbytery may vote at 
any such time as it sees fit to do so.” 


After the Assembly met I requested verification 
on the first opinion. I received this telegram 
from Dr. Scott: “January voting date is As- 
sembly’s recommendation. Presbytery may de- 
cide whether to respect or ignore Assembly’s 
request.” 
Perhaps, two remarks may be added to these clear 
statements: First, one may remember that the 1953 
Assembly unanimously recommended “complete 
freedom of discussion of the plan in presbyteries or 
open meetings” with “an opportunity afforded for 
those of different viewpoints to express their opin- 
ions.” Sundry reports indicate that this unanimous 
recommendation was not always carried out. Is it 
worse to disregard a majority recommendation of 
the 1954 Assembly than a unanimous recommenda- 
tion of the 1953 Assembly ? 


Secondly, according to our Book of Church Order 
and our solemn covenant entered into with Ken- 
tucky in 1876 our lower courts have the right and 
duty of testifying against error even when that error 
is committed by our higher courts. Whether such 
rights may be enjoyed under the Plan of Union 
with its RADICAL PRINCIPLES of majority rule may 
well be doubted. Now under the reign of Christ our 
King and under the Constitution of the U. S. 
Church, lower courts have a right to differ with 
recommendations of higher court that are not sus- 
tained by the Word of God or the Constitution of 
the Church—and to. testify against such acts of 
higher courts where they seem to the lower court 


to be in error. 


Brain-Seeding In Class 
With Brain-Washing 
By Dr. Alfred P. Haake 


We have heard about brain-washing and its awful 
results on victims of the process. And many of us 
thank God that we don’t have such torture in our 
own free America. 


But we do, whether or not we know it. It is 
more subtle and less brutal than the Russian meth- 
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od, but ‘perhaps no less effective or dangerous in 
bringing about states of mind in the victimized pub- 
lic. 

Let’s call our own home process brain-seeding, 
for it is a kind of mind conditioning in which a seed 
thought is planted and then nurtured by repetition 
and persistent cultivation. 


The Russian method weakens the mental capacity 
and total health of its victims. But our own home 
method seems to strengthen the mind and convic- 
tion of the victim and then seduces that strength 
to the purpose of the brain-seeder. 


Among the experts in that process is one Dr. 
John Bennett of the Union Theological Seminary, 
of the National Council of Churches. For some time 
he has been sending out or preparing material in be- 
half of the coming World Council of Churches 
meeting to be held in August of 1954 at Evanston, 
Ill. The material is apparently designed to help 
thousands of groups of church members meeting to 
study and discuss the material, to understand the 
issues coming up in the Evanston meeting, and to 
lay a foundation for official approval of the Bennett 
philosophy. 


In the writer’s judgment, Dr. Bennett is a social- 
ist in his philosophy of economics and government. 
He believes in the responsibility of government for 
the welfare of individual citizens. In the report of 
the World Council of Churches which met in Am- 
sterdam in 1948, he shared in proposing a reorgan- 
ization of our capitalism and communism, with gov- 
ernment controls as the remedy for faults which 
really grow out of the exercise of freedom by in- 
dividuals who violate the teachings of Christianity. 
He would apparently pass laws to make people be- 
have rather than bring about the reform of society 
through the improvement of the individual. 


Thousands of church members have been studying 
his proposed Responsible Society, couched in high- 
own language and sugar-coated with praise for 
freedom, but which actually conditions minds to 
accept the idea of governmental responsibility for 
the welfare of individual citizens and so helps pave 
the way to setting up stronger central government 
to control our lives. 


The Responsible Society is in truth a high-sound- 
ing name for the Welfare-State, which in turn is a 
sugar-coated term for the more ugly but real Totali- 
tarian State. The irony is that Dr. Bennett would 
have the church concern itself actively in matters 
beyond its true sphere and so actually foster ulti- 
mate substitution of the State for God. 


He would deny that, of course, and his very ear- 
nestness and formal scholarship in print make such 
a denial impressive. But the unhappy fact remains 
that the series of booklets, giving only one side of 
the economic issue, help guide the thinking of those 
who read them in the direction of socialistic plan- 
ning and government controls. 


AUGUST 11,1954 


The damage from this brain-seeding can be ter- 
rible and irreparable unless people’s eyes are opened, 
and unless sound economic ideas and facts are in- 
troduced in the meeting at Evanston to show the 
dangers of Bennett’s Responsible Society. 


—The Coatesville Record, 


Coateseville, Pa., 


My Morning Act Of Faith 
By Martin A. Hopkins 


“T believe on the Son of God; therefore I am 
in Him, having redemption through His blood and 
life by His Spirit.”” (John 20:30, 31; I John 3:23; 
5:5, 6; 2:24: 3:24: 4:15; Rom. 3:23-25; 8:2, 
10, 11). 


“He is in me, and all fullness is in Him.” (Gal. 


2:20; Jom 3:24; 1:19). 


“To Him I belong by creation, purchase, con- 
quest and self-surrender.”” (S.O.S. 2:16; Gen. 2:7; 
II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:2: Cor: 6:19, 20; Pee 
1:18, 19; II Cor. 2:14; Rom. 6:12-14; 12-1). 


“To me He belongs for all my hourly needs.” 


(S.O.S. 6:3; Eph. 1:19, 20; 4:20; Phil. 4:19). 


“There is no cloud between my Lord and me.” 


(Lam. 3:44; Isa. 59:1, 2). 


When Mrs. Hudson Taylor was dying her hus- 
band asked her if she was ready to go. She replied: 
You know that for ten years past there has been no 
cloud between me and my Saviour; I cannot be 
sorry to go to Him. 


Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear, 

It is not night if Thou be near; 

O may no earth-bound cloud arise 

To hide Thee from Thy servant’s eyes. 
—Keble. 


Our mid-night is Thy smile withdrawn; 
Our noon-tide is Thy gracious dawn; 
Our rain-bow, arch, Thy mercy’s sign; 
All, save the clouds of sin, are Thine. 


—QO. W. Holmes. 


“There is no difficulty inward or outward that 
He is not ready to meet in me today.” (Prov. 3:5-7; 


Psa. 103:2-5; 119:42, 98; I Pet. 3:15). 


“T believe I have not received the spirit of fear- 
fulness, but of power and of love and of a sound 


mind.” (II Tim. 1:7). 
‘The Lord is my Keeper.” (Psa. 121 :3-8). 
AMEN. 


(Note: The sentences in quotation marks are 
by Bishop H. C. G. Moule. The Scripture passages 
and all the rest have been added by me. I have 
found this Morning Act of Faith very helpful in 
my morning devotions, and send it forth with the 
earnest prayer that it may prove helpful to others. 
May we ever abide under cloudless skies. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christian Giving 


Background Scripture: Acts 20:35; I 
Corinthians 16:1-2; II Corinthians 8:1-9. 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 4:15-20. 


Christian Giving is a sure sign of Christian Growth. The people of the world are usually self-centered ; 
Christians are Christ-centered. We do not expect unregenerate men to be generous, for selfishness and sin 
go together. As a Christian gives he becomes more and more aware, not only of the duty of giving, but of 


its privileges and joys. In our Devotional Reading it is spoken of as ‘‘fruit. 


46 


| desire fruit that may abound 


to your account.” The Philippian Christians had sent Paul a gift while he was in prison, and he is thanking 


them for their thoughtfulness and kindness. He re- 
joiced at the evidence of “fruit” in their lives. It 
was also a way of expressing their fellowship with 
the apostle. Giving is still a form of fellowship. 
‘There are Christians in many places in the world 
who need our help. We cannot visit them, or worship 
with them, but we can share our possessions with 
them. This cements the bond of fellowship which 
ought to exist between all Christians everywhere 
in the world. By our prayers and by our gifts we 
can show our love and oneness with them as mem- 


bers of the household of faith. 


Both fruitfulness and fellowship are manifested 
as we grow in the grace of Giving. 


I. Some “Words of the Lord Jesus’: 
Acts 20:35. 


These words of the Lord Jesus are given to us 
only in this place, but they seem to have been well- 
known words. Paul quotes them as though they 
were. 


They form the conclusion of his address to the 
elders of the church at Ephesus who had come to 
Miletus in response to his call. In this speech Paul 
reminds these elders of his faithful ministry at Ephe- 
sus and warns them of the dangers which they will 
face as “grievous wolves” enter in among the flock. 
It was a sad farewell: ‘and they all wept sore, and 
fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, Sorrowing most 
of all for the word which he spake, that they should 
see his face no more.” He tells them at the close of 
his address that they are to support the weak and 
remember these words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 


How beautifully these words of Jesus correspond 
with His life! He gave freely and graciously. His 
coming into the world was an emptying of His 
heavenly glory and an Incarnation which in itself 
was the greatest Gift the world has ever received; 
the Unspeakable Gift. 


His whole life was spent in service; service with- 
out compensation, as far as worldly reward is con- 
cerned. He was the Great Physician, healing all 
manner of sickness and disease, but He never re- 
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ceived any fees for his services. Think of the tre- 
mendous cost of some of our operations today. What 
would a modern doctor or surgeon charge for doing 
what Jesus did for the sick people of His day? He 
was the Great ‘Teacher—far greater than any other 
—but there was no salary connected with his work, 
work which took all of His strength at times. He 
was the Great Preacher and Evangelist, but no 
‘‘love-ofterings’’ were taken up for Him, and all 
His preaching was free. He gave and gave and gave, 
but never received. 


He did far more than this: “I gave, I gave, My 
life for thee.’ ‘The Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many. 


Was it more blessed for Him? Think of the Joy 
which came to Him; for the Joy set before Him, 
that enabled Him to endure the Cross. It has also 
caused Him to be exalted to the highest place; His 
Name above every name. It has resulted in His hav- 
Ing a great multitude which no man can number 
who will sing His praises throughout eternity. His 
Bride, the Church, will be His rich reward. He 
will be “satisfied.” His words, backed by His life, 
have been the incentive and inspiration of millions 
of Christians who have humbly tried to follow His 
example, and put these blessed words in practice 
in their lives. His unselfish Giving has been the 
constraining power in the Church, as we grow in 
the grace of liberality. 


Il. 4 Program for Giving: 
I Corinthians 16:1, 2. 


Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth concerning 
many things; among these were some directions 
about the ‘‘collection for the saints.’’ Notice that 
there has been a change from the method pursued 
for a time by the Church, when they had all things 
in common. Now there is to be a special collection 
taken for those who needed help. His instructions 
are very logical and to the point, as was natural with 
the apostle. We can learn some very helpful lessons 
from these words of Paul. 
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Our Collections should be regular and systematic, 
vot haphazard and thoughtless: “Upon the first 
day of the week.” Here is a very clear indication 
‘hat the habit of these Christians was to meet on 
the first day of the week rather than the old Jewish 
Sabbath. It was their regular Day for worship in 
commemoration of the resurrection of their Lord. 
(jiving is a part, and a very important part, of wor- 
ship. It was in the Old ‘Testament; it still is in the 
New. When the Israelites came to the Tabernacle, 
or Temple, for worship, they brought gifts. Under 
the New ‘Testament dispensation we do-not bring 
sheep and oxen and doves; we need no typical offer- 
ings, for the one perfect sacrifice has been offered, 
but we bring our gifts of money out of grateful 
and loving hearts, to be used in the work of the 


Lord. 


“Every one of you.”’ All should have a part. It ts 
a fine thing to teach our children to have their part 
in the offerings, however small they may be, or the 
offering. The rich and the poor are to give; no one 
is to be left out. It is important for the poor widow 
with her two pennies, and equally important for 
those who can give more. It is to be laid up in 
store, It is the custom in many homes to have a box 
for the tithe, and use it as the Lord guides. 


‘‘“As God has prospered him.” Our giving is to 
be in proportion to our income. The tithe, or tenth, 
was the minimum for the Jews. ‘“Free-will offer- 
ings’ were in addition to the tithe. “Tithes and 
Offerings” is the familiar way of expressing this in 
many Churches. Many Christians feel that the tenth 
belongs to the Lord, and when we give that, we are 
“paying our dues.” If we wish to really “‘give,”’ it 
should be the free-will offering, above and beyond 
the tithe. Cegtainly no one has ever been hurt by 
giving liberally to the work of the Lord; good 
measure, pressed down, and running over, should 
be our motto. 


If all Christians would follow this simple and 
logical plan of Paul we would not have to urge our 
people, or make some special plea; there would 
always be money in the treasury for the work of 
the Kingdom, and no need for “high-pressure” 
methods to raise funds. 


III. Giving is a “Grace”: 


ll Corinthians 8:1-9. 


As Christians we are to “grow in grace,” and 
the grace of giving is one of the means in which we 
are to grow. 


Paul uses the churches of Macedonia as examples 
of the grace of giving. He wanted the churches in 
Achaia to be ready so that there would be no em- 
harrassment on his part if any of the Macedonians 
should be with him. There seemed to be some whole- 
some rivalry between the churches in these two 
provinces of Greece. Both the eighth and ninth 
chapters of the epistle deal with this subject. Paul 
evidently thought it an important subject. 
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Let us notice briefly some of the outstanding 
verses in these chapters. 


(1) The churches in Macedonia were poor; the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. Wey- 
mouth translates verse two: ‘““How, while passing 
through great trouble, their boundless joy even amid 
their deep poverty has overflowed to increase their 
generous liberality.’”” We naturally expect people 
to give who are rich and prosperous, but these Chris- 
tians gave out of their poverty. They gave freely 
and beyond their power. This sort of sacrificial giv- 
ing is bound to be richly rewarded. 


(2) They “first gave their own selves to the 
Lord.”” When we do this there is good evidence of 
a real work of grace in the heart. ‘““The gift without 
the giver is bare,” is a proverb that applies to any 
kind of giving, but it is especially applicable when 
we are giving to God, The first request of God is, 
My son, my daughter, give Me thine heart. If He 
has our hearts, there will be no difficulty about our 
possessions, 


(3) He classifies giving along with other graces; 
faith, utterance, earnestness, and love. Liberality is 
a proof of our love. If a man claims to love his 
brother the best way to prove the sincerity of that 
love is to help him in time of need. If we claim to 
love God we will best prove this by our gifts to 


His work. 


(+) Verse four refers us to the example of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. His grace is shown by His gféat gift. 
This verse naturally falls into three parts: How 
rich Jesus was; How poor He became; How rich 
He makes us. 


How rich Jesus was before He came into the 
world: This thought staggers our imagination, for 
He was as rich as God Himself; same in substance, 
equal in power and glory. How poor He became is 
recorded for us in the gospels. He came as an infant 
lying in a manger. He took upon Himself the form 
of a servant, emptying Himself of His heavenly 
glory, and veiling it in human flesh. He had no home 
of His own after He began His ministry, and but an 
humble home before that. He worked as a Carpen- 
ter. Think of the King of Kings making yoke for 


oxen. The foxes have holes and the birds of the air. 


have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His head. He has been called ““The Magnificent 
Pauper.” He had no possessions that he could call 
His own except the clothes He wore. When He 
died, He was buried in a borrowed tomb. 


How rich He makes us! We become partakers of 
the divine nature. We become members of the royal 
family, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Him. 
How can we thank Him for this unspeakable gift ? 
By giving as He gave, freely and graciously. 


PAGE 7 


4 
3 
1} 
4 
\ 
id 
i 
e 
) 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 22 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


At Home And Abroad 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past”’ 
Prayer 
Scripture: Acts | :1-8 
Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 
Offering 
Hymn: “I Gave My Life For Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


You have probably heard of large families where 
the parents provided for the education of the older 
children with the understanding that they in turn 
would help the younger children with their educa- 
tional expenses. This system not only leads to more 
people being educated, but it also teaches that we 
are obligated to share with others the good things 
that come to us. There is a valuable spiritual truth 
involved here. ‘The most precious possession we have 
is the eternal life which God has given to us through 
Christ. We are responsible for sharing this price- 
less gift with others. We are obligated to try to 
lead people to believe in Christ and receive His 
salvation. Christ has told us that we are His wit- 
nesses, He has charged us to provide spiritual nour- 
ishment for those who are spiritually hungry, and 
He has said through the Scriptures that those who 
are strong ought to help those who are weak. 


Paul said in the first chapter of Romans that he 
was a debtor. He had already received eternal life 
through Christ, and he had not paid for it. He 
knew the good news about Christ, but he could not 
feel justified in keeping it to himself. He felt obli- 
gated to preach that good news to the Greeks and 
Barbarians. That was his way of paying his spiritual 
debt, of passing on to others the good thing that 
God had sent into his life. | 


Wherever the Church of Christ has made real 
progress in leading many to Him, both at home and 
abroad, it has been where Christians took seriously 
their obligation to share their knowledge of the 
Lord. The way which God has appointed is for 
those who are strong to help those who are weak 
and for those who can see to lead those who are 
blind. Our speakers will tell how our own church 
is doing this at home and abroad. | 


First Speaker: 


Have you ever wondered how most of our 
churches come into existence. You can be sure that 
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in most cases some other older and stronger church 
played a part. (Try to find out the history of your 
own church, and if it grew out of an older church 
or was supported for a time by a stronger church, 
use that information in your talk at this point.) 
This system of one church helping to organize and 
support another until it is able to stand by itself is 
the simplest and oldest way of carrying out the idea 
of Christ with respect to churches helping each 
other. This system is still being used, and it is still 
very good. 


Sometimes a church may be able to go its own 
way, but it is not yet strong enough to take on the 
full weight of supporting another church. Still more 
often churches which are able to help others have 
no immediate opportunity to do so. To meet this 
need our presbyteries have Home Mission or 
Church Extension committees. These committees 
locate communities within their bounds which need 
churches and find small churches which need help. 
The stronger churches contribute funds to the com- 
mittee and the committee distributes the money to 
churches and communities according to the need. 
This is doing the same thing through an organiza- 
tion which some individual churches do for others. 


There are some presbyteries which have far more 
opportunities to establish and develop churches than 
they can meet. To help them our church has a Board 
of Church Extension. The board receives funds 
from stronger presbyteries and distributes it to those 
that are not able to meet their own needs. The 
board also provides support for some of our mis- 
sion schools and for the work among foreign lan- 
guage groups. This all adds up to one thing. . . 
our church makes use of many organizations to en- 
able those who are strong to help those who are 
weak. 


Second Speaker: 


You will readily understand how we who are 
strong at home help those who are weak abroad. 
You have heard pleas for money to be given for 
foreign missions, and we are aware that thousands 
of dollars are sent abroad each year. We ought to 
realize that our contributions are not so great, how- 
ever, in the light of the fact that it is not uncommon 
for one congregation to spend more money erecting 
a church building than the entire three thousand 
churches of our denomination give to World Mis- 
sions in a year. At least we know that our home 
church does something to spread the Gospel to the 
rest of the world through its work of World Mis- 
sions. 
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What we may not understand so well is that the 
church abroad, the native Christians, are also fol- 
lowing the same system of urging the strong to help 
the weak. Most of the preaching and teaching on 
the mission field is not done by the missionaries we 
have sent but by native leaders who have volun- 
teered to serve and who have been trained for the 
work. It has never been the policy of our mission 
board to bring the native Christians into member- 
ship in our church, but to direct them into their 
own churches. These native churches are encouraged 
to help each other, and many of them already have 
their own home mission work. The Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil is so thoroughly committed to the 
idea of serving rather than being served that it has 
already sent missionaries to Portugal, its parent 
country. The church which was established by mis- 
sionaries only a few years ago is missionary-minded 
itself. Perhaps this is the reason that it is said to 
be the fastest growing church in the world. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 70 
“TI Fear I Could Not Hold Out’ 


This may be an honest fear, but it has kept many 
from being saved. Here’s a poor sinner who has 
never experienced the saving and keeping power of 
Christ and has not the faintest conception of what 
it is like. He has a besetting sin and he may deplore 
it, but he knows what a strangle-hold it has upon 
him. He has tried with all the mental and moral 
strength he could muster to overcome it and has 
succeeded for brief periods; but inevitably he would 
be swept away by the urging power of its return. 
He has a high regard for real Christians and a con- 
tempt for those who pose as Christians but are 
leading a double life. He tries to comfort himself 
with the thought that he would never be like the 
latter. He despises a hypocrite. He rather prides 
himself on his consistency. He pats himself on the 
back—the back which he has turned to Jesus Christ, 
while he faces toward hell. 


Now what are you going to do with a fellow 
like that? 


There are two good ways to deal with him and 
both should be employed. First, of course, and al- 
ways—pray. This is basic in every spiritual effort, 
and especially so in winning souls. Pray with every 
step. Then give him God’s Word—the unfailing 
promises of God. Try I Corinthians 10:13. ““There 
hath no temptation (testing) taken you but such 
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted (tested) above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 
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make a way of escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it.”’ Not necessarily that the temptation will be re- 
moved; but with it will also come the strength to 
overcome it. There is far more satisfaction in over- 
coming it than there would be in having it suddenly 
removed. Overcoming leaves you with strength to 
overcome other sins, for of course there are plenty 
of other ‘“‘testings.”’ 


Jesus Christ cannot save a sinner until He does 
something im a sinner. He cannot do anything in a 
sinner until the sinner opens his mind and heart and 
receives Him. Then He “cleans house” and makes 
the place fit for His own indwelling. Through the 
prayer of faith He will also keep it so. 


Women’s Work 


Family Worship 


FAMILY WORSHIP IS NOT DIFFICULT. The only 
real difficulty is in starting and in keeping on. 


THE FIRST STEP is a very real decision to make 
this a normal part of family life. The best time to 
start is the day of your marriage. It is still easy 
to begin when the first baby comes or the children 
are small. It will call for a little more effort after 
several years have passed and the children are larg- 
er, but even this is not too difficult. 


THE SECOND STEP is to select a regular time and 
place for the family to be together for family wor- 
ship. This will vary in terms of the life of the fam- 
ily. Many families find that the best time and the 
best place is at the morning breakfast table, either 
before or after breakfast. The important thing is 
not the time or the place, but regularity. 


THE THIRD STEP is to begin with a very simple 
plan and keep the plan simple. The service should 
be brief and natural. It is well to have a small Bible 
which is used for this particular purpose and kept 
in an accessible place. The more creative a family 
is in its planning for these moments each day the 
more meaningful they will be. Considerable variety 
may enter your plans along the lines of the daily 
suggestions which follow. 


MONDAY 


Select a Psalm and let each member of the family 
read one verse, passing the Bible from person to 
person. Very young children may be encouraged to 
repeat the verse phrase by phrase as the parent 
reads. Then let the family join hands around the 
table and pray the Lord’s Prayer. 


TUESDAY 


Let one of the parents read one of the short 
Psalms, such as 1, 19, 23, 24, 100, 117, 121. Use 
sentence prayers in which each member of the family 
expresses thanksgiving for some specific thing. 
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WEDN ESDAY 


Select a brief passage from the Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew 5, 6, and 7. Follow this with 
a few moments of silent prayer which may be closed 
with a unison petition such as “May the Lord bless 
and make His face to shine upon us today.”’ 


THURSDAY 


Read from one of the four Gospels some incident 
in the Life of Jesus. ‘Vake a few moments to con- 
sider what the incident may mean in the life of the 
members of the family. Close by singing reverently 
the Doxology or one verse from a familiar hymn. 


FRIDAY 


Let one member of the family select and read a 
favorite passage from the Bible. It would be well 
to speak of such passages from time to time when 
they are used again as the passage selected by a 
particular member of the family. Close the service 
by having some member offer a_ brief, informal 
prayer. 

SATURDAY 


Begin by recalling any happy experiences of the 
week, special days, birthdays in the home, among 
relatives and friends. Have a brief prayer of thanks- 
giving and close with a selected verse of Scripture 
for the day. 


SUNDAY 


Recall the name of some Bible character, or Bible 
event. Let each person suggest something they re- 
member about the person or the event. Read some 
part of the Bible telling about the person or the 
event. Pray for the services of public worship in 
your church. You may prefer to have your family 
worship at noon. If so, you might begin by recalling 
something in the service of morning worship or the 
church school. Occasionally speak of other families 
in the church and plan to visit them in the after- 
noon, 

ALTERNATE PLANS 


Some families prefer to select a brief Psalm tor 
a whole week and use it daily. At the end of the 
week they are able to say it from memory .. . Some 
families prefer to use specific guides such as Day 


by Day. 
When circumstances break into your plan, start 
again with a new determination. 


“From the rising of the sun, unto the going down 
of the same the Lord’s name is to be praised. 


—From Presbyertian Church of the 
Covenant, Greensboro, N. C. 


| “IT hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
‘ of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Jewels 
Malachi 3:16-18 


Down through the ages women have been lovers 
of jewels—jewels that have always been the hidden 
treasures of God, jewels which men struggle un- 
ceasingly to possess. The crystal clear sparkle of a 
diamond, the sky blue turquoise, the opal with its 
constantly changing hues, the violet shadows of the 
amethyst are all beyond the scope of man’s paint 
brush. It seems natural indeed that women should 
love these gems created by the hand of God. 


As we turn our thoughts toward Scripture we 
find here that a true Christian created by the hand 
of God can become a jewel in our Lord’s wondrous 
collection. 


16. ““Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another; and the Lord harkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the 
Lord and that thought upon his name. 


17. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when | make up my jewels; 
and | will spare them, as a man spareth his son 
that serveth Him. 


18. Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not.”’ 


Yes, a true Christian can become a jewel in our 
Lord’s wondrous collection; but there is work to be 
done in order that this award may be claimed— 
even as the miners must struggle in the deep mines 
of the earth to retrieve the precious stones. 


The first requirement is that we fear the Lord. 
(Read Vs. 16). This is to be a reverential and lov- 
ing fear, not a slavish terror. John Wesley had 
always thought he was a true Christian until one 
day his ship was caught in a storm in the Atlantic 
and fear took hold of him. The people on board, 
he noticed, who were not terror stricken were a 
little group of Movarian missionaries. And when 
the storm abated, ““Were you not afraid?” Wesley 
asked one of them. “Afraid:”’ said the Moravian. 
“Why should I be afraid? I know Christ.”” And 
looking at Wesley with disconcerting frankness, 
‘Do you know Christ?” he asked. And at that Wes- 
ley for the first time in his life realized that he did 
not. When the fire of religion burns low, true be- 
lievers should draw the nearer together to keep 
holy-flame alive. Coals separated soon go out. 


The second requisition, if we should be a jewel 
in our Lord’s magnificent collection is that we serve 
our Master. (Read Vs. 17-18). How do we serve 
our Master? No doubt many of us are Sunday 
School teachers, presidents of local women of the 
Church groups, treasurers, secretaries, and many ot 
us are faithful in attendance at circle meetings. But 
how do we serve Him at home? 
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When 
the children are cross and we are tired, 
the dirty dishes need to be washed, 
the clothes have to be laundered, 
everything seems to pile up at once—how 
do we serve Him then? Perhaps this seems trite to 
you, but I don’t think so. The hardest place for us 
to practice our Christian beliefs and convictions is 
in the innermost circle of the home. And most of 
us are homekeepers. 


A homekeeper? Ah yes, dear heart and more 
Keeper of hearts for those love gave to me, 
Upholding weary hands that else might fail, 
Soothing a little head upon my knee. 


A homekeeper am |; this is my task: 

To make one little spot all snug and warm, 
Where those so bruised and beaten by the day 
May find a refuge from the night and storm. 


Gladly I serve—love makes the serving sweet, 
I feel no load—love makes the burden light, 
A happy keeper of homes and hearts, 

Serving I reign - - a queen by God’s own right. 


—Florence Hadley. 


A jewel in my Lord’s magnificent collection. 


And finally we should think of Him and speak often 
of His love and saving power. (“Then they that 
feared the Lord spoke often one to another: - - and 
thought upon His name’’). What do women talk 
about as they meet? Is it not usually of neighbor- 
hood happenings, that delicious dessert we tried 
for supper last night, the latest styles, our children 
and our home? And this is as it should be—for 
these are the things that interest us. But what moti- 
vated our manner of speech? Do we converse as 
though we really believe that He is the silent listen- 
er to every conversation? If our Christian faith 
means anything to us—and it should mean every- 
thing—lI leave this question with you: 


When women meet, do they talk about their 
Christian convictions with the same degree of 
vigor and zeal as they do about these other 
things ? 


And in our very being do we radiate the fact that 
we are motivated in life by a desire to serve Him? 


Not merely in the words you say, 
Not only in your deeds confessed, 
But in the most unconscious way 
Is Christ expressed. 


Was it a beatific smile, 

A holy light upon your brow? 
Ah no, | felt His presence 
When you laughed just now. 


To me, ’twas not the truth you taught 
To you so clear, to me so dim, 

But when you came, you brought to me 
A sense of Him. 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE’S A 


Way 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help 
lead thousands of unchurched people in our South- 
land into the Way; thereby making your money im- 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
There’s the Way in your will. 


WRITE TODAY 
FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE 


BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Dept. 3 Atlanta, Ga. 


And from your eyes He beckons me, 
And from your heart His love is shed, 
"Till I lose sight of you, and see 

The Christ instead. 


—Anonymous. 


Therefore, let us fear Him, let us serve Him, let us 
speak often to one another of Him, for in the words 
of Grace Nowell Crowell: 


To be a jewel in the Lord’s collection 
Of brilliant gems.that he has made his own 
Will be a sacred privilege and honor 
As great as any heart has ever known. 


‘Let yours then be the hidden person of the heart 
with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet 
spirit which in God’s sight is very precious.’’—(I 
Peter 3:4 R.S.V.) 
Mrs. Wm. R. Smith, III, 
Athens, Tenn. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 


best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. " athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall session begins 
September 6, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Bes 34-8 C. 
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FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 


Students In Ethiopia 
And The Bible 


At closing time one evening a library assistant 
in Addis Ababa found on one of the desks an 
Amharic Bible, evidently left behind by a reader. 
The librarian, Mr. Anton Jonsson (of the Swedish 
Bible Friends Mission), looked inside the book for 
the name of its owner—but instead of one name he 
found ten! Inquiries were made and it was dis- 
covered that this Bible was owned by a syndicate 
_ of ten students who had clubbed together to buy it; 
each of the ten had the Bible in turn for so many 
days before handing it on to the next on the list. 


—The Bible in the World, 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Church News 


Resolutions Adopted By Laymen 
Of Harmony Presbytery 


Mayesville, S. C. 
July 10, 1954. 


To Pastors, Elders, Deacons and Laymen 
of Harmony Presbytery. 


(Gentlemen: 


Since the General Assembly voted for Union and 
Non-Segregation and has sent it down to the Pres- 
byteries for their approval, we think that it is advis- 
able to have a meeting of all the officers and laymen 
of Harmony Presbytery, to meet at Camp Harmony 


on July 23 at 8 P.M. 


This meeting is to discuss and determine what 
is the best action for Harmony Presbytery to take. 


We urge that each and every one attend. 


Sincerely yours, 

Hugh Witherspoon, Chairman, 
Archie I. Barron, Vice Chairman, 
C. D. Cooper, Jr., Secy.-Treas. 


Resolutions 


BE IT RESOLVED by ‘the organized laymen 
of Harmony Presbytery, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
assembled in a meeting duly called and held at 
Camp Harmony on July 23, 1954: 


1. That we reject the recommendation of the 
recent General Assembly against segregation of the 
races in our Church and its institutions. We believe 
that continued separation will be more conducive 
to peaceful relations between the races, and that it 
is essential to the continued life and progress of our 


Church. 
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2. That we likewise reject recommendation of 
the General Assembly of organic union of our de- 
nomination with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
(Northern) and the United Presbyterian Church; 
and we commend the recent action of Harmony 
Presbytery whereby the quection was docketed for 
final action by Presbytery at its fall meeting when 
we earnestly hope that it will be defeated by unani- 
mous vote. 


3. That we recommend to the respective Ses- 
sions of the Churches of the Presbytery that they, 
in the meantime, consider questions (1) and (2) 
above and give official expression thereto. 


+. ‘That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be 
furnished to each Pastor and to each Clerk of the 
Session in the Presbytery. 


A true copy: 


Hugh Witherspoon, Chairman, 
C. D. Cooper, Jr., Secretary. 


Synod Of Florida Splits St. John’s 
Presbytery Into Three Parts 


The 63rd Annual Meeting of the Synod of Flo- 
rida of the Presbyterian Church U. S. in meeting 
at Riverside Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, 
Florida, voted to divide St. Johns Presbytery, the 
largest Presbytery in the General Assembly, into 
three parts. The new division covering approximate- 
ly the lower two-thirds section of the State of 


Florida. 


The southern section was as follows: 


St. Johns Presbytery to include counties: Flagler, 
Volusta, Lake, Sumter, Seminole, Orange, Brevard, 


Osceola, Highlands, Okeechokee and Indian River. 


The Second Presbytery with the possible name of 
‘Tampa Bay” will include the counties of: 


Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Hardee, Polk, Sarasota, DeSoto, Lee and 
Charlotte. 


The Third Presbytery to be termed “Gulf 


Stream’’ includes the counties of: 


St. Lucie, Martin, Glades, Hendry, Palm Beach, 
Broward, Collier, Dade and Monroe, comprising 
the southern one-third of the State of Florida. 


The Synod of Florida directed the raising of 
$150,000.00 for the purchase of a property for a 
Presbyterian Home for the Aged. Directors for this 
Home were appointed by the Synod. 


The Synod of Florida elected the Rev. John B. 
Dickson, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. 
Tampa, as its Moderator. The Rev. Walter B. 
Passiglia, Pastor of the Ybor City Presbyterian 
Church of Tampa was elected Vice-Moderator and 
will become Moderator nominee for the 64th An- 
nual Synod of Florida to be held next year at the 
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WE’‘RE UNFOLDING A 


NOTICE! 


To Those Who 
Are Concerned 
A bout The 
Preservation 

And 
Continuation | 
Of The | 
Evangelical 
Witness And 
W ork Of 
The Southern 


Presbyterian 
Church 


ONE- 
| YEAR YOUTH e 
ol: STUDY | 
SAMPLE 
PACKET 
SENT ON If you join in this con- 
REQUEST 
cern—a vital and | 
y . Presentation packet containing a “preview” of Standard’s new, pressing matter at this | 
revised, and superior Sunday-school literature: concise and thorough 
teacher’s manuals offering outlines and unlimited suggestions for improved time—make your 
teaching; fascinating pupil’s books filled with illustrations, puzzles, questions, 
and challenging ‘find it yourself’ Bible study; attractive weekly papers plans to attend the an- 
providing inspiring educational facts and fiction, interesting program helps, 
and appealing picture-strip stories in’ full color. Extraordinary! Eye-catching! nual meeting of this 
Effective! | 
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The Standard Publishing Co., 20 East Central Parkway, Cincinnati 10, Ohio. 
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First Presbyterian Church, Orlando. The Rev. Rus- 
sell F. Johnson of the Springfield Church, Jackson- 
ville, serves as clerk. Permanent Clerk is the Rev. 
Stewart H. Long of Palmetto, Florida and Public- 
ity Clerk, the Rev. Arthur W. Rideout, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Bradenton. In- 
spirational speaker for the Synod was the Rev. Dr. 
William M. Elliott, Jr., Pastor of Highland Park 


Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas. 


The proposed division of St. Johns Presbytery 
will be carried out by a commission of Synod and 
it is expected that the division will be completed 


by January 1955. 


The Rev. James W. Marshall of Panama City, 


Florida, protested to the Synod regarding women 
speaking in the church. His protest will be forward- 
ed to the General Assembly where the Rev. Dr. Al- 
bert J. Kissling, Pastor of the Riverside Church, 
Jacksonville, has been appointed by Synod to de- 
fend the action of Synod. 


March 7 to April 10, 1955, has been designated 
as a period of simultaneous missions in which the 
ministers of Florida will go to Alabama from 
March 7th to 10th and pastors of Alabama churches 
will be preaching in Florida March 27 to April 3rd, 
1955. 


The “Forward With Christ Movement” was 
adopted by the Synod of Florida for 1955, 56 
and 5/7. 


A benevolent budget of $515,000.00 was appor- 
tioned among the several Presbyteries of Florida. 


—Arthur W. Rideout. 


Presbyterians Will Hear 
Graham And Rev. Mr. Jones 


CHAPEL HI, July 27—Two prominent North 
Carolinians will be among the principal speakers 
at a series of Presbyterian meetings in August at 
Rensselaerville, N. Y. 

They are Dr. Frank Graham, former U NC presi- 
dent, now U.N. representative, and the Rev. Charles 
M. Jones, pastor of the Chapel Hill Community 
Church. | 

Other speakers will include Norman ‘Thomas, 
frequent Socialist Party- presidential candidate; Dr. 
Everett R. Clinchy, president, National Conference 
of Christians and Jews; Dr. George E. Haynes, 
National Urban League, and Dr. Samuel Golden- 
son, rabbi emeritus, Temple Emanu-El, New York 


City. 


Rev. P. A. Mickel 


Rev. Philip Alexander Mickel, 57, Presbyterian 
Minister, died in Veterans Hospital, Durham, N. 
C., on July 5, 1954. Funeral services were held in 
Presbyterian Church, Chatham, Virginia. Burial 
was in the Chatham Cemetery. He is survived by 
his wife and one son, Madison Mickel. 
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Chestnut Mountain Presbyterian 
Church Is Georgia's Rural 
Church Of The Year 


ATLANTA, GaA., July 22—(PN)—The Georgia 
Rural Church of the Year, also receiver of first 
honorable mention in the rural church contest for 
the entire Southeastern area, July 18 celebrated its 
honors, dedicated a new church, and observed its 
80th anniversary. The Chestnut Mountain Presby- 
terian Church, located some eight miles from Flow- 
ery Branch in north Georgia, showed some three 
hundred members, community neighbors and visitors 
several good reasons why it was awarded the Emory 
University Rural Church awards. 


The new $33,000 church was dedicated in an 
afternoon service, at which Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, 
executive secretary of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, Richmond, Va., delivered the dedicatory 
sermon. Dr. Dendy, who as pastor of the Gaines- 
ville, Ga., First Church, served Chestnut Moun- 
tain Church as stated supply for seven years, praised 
the congregation for its accomplishments and hon- 
ors, and cited these as clear evidences of God’s bless- 
ings, and the working of the Holy Spirit through 
the community. 


Earlier in the day, Dr. Cecil Thompson, profes- 
sor in Columbia Theological Seminary, had preach- 
ed the Sunday morning sermon. Dr. Thompson, as 
director of the Athens Presbytery Rural Church 
Training Program, had an important role in en- 
couraging the rural church in its efforts. Dr. Ross 
Freeman, director of the Emory University Town 
and Country Church Institute, another visitor on 
dedication day, represented the second agency re- 
sponsible in a large measure for encouraging the 
accomplishments of the Chestnut Mountain con- 
yregation. 


Under the leadership of the Rev. Matthew Mce- 
Gowan, who in 1953 became the first full-time pas- 
tor in the history of the 80-year-church, Chestnut 
Memorial has grown from 47 members to 75 within 
a three-year period. Prior to 1953, the church was 
one of three served by Mr. McGowan. 


Presbyterian Book Stores Offer 


Special Discounts To Libraries 


Books purchased from the Presbyterian Book 
Stores for church or public libraries will cost the 
purchaser less after August 1, 1954, Cameron 
Deans, general manager of the Division of Publica- 
tion of the Board of Christian Education recently 
announced, Effective after that date, all books pur- 
chased for a church or public library will be sold at 
a 20% discount. 


No red tape is involved, as only a simple certi- 
fication that the order is for a particular libran 
will entitle the purchaser to the discount. The li- 
brary discount will be given by the Presbyteriar 
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First Presbyterian Church, Orlando. The Rev. Rus- 
sell F. Johnson of the Springfield Church, Jackson- 
ville, serves as clerk. Permanent Clerk is the Rev. 
Stewart H. Long of Palmetto, Florida and Public- 
ity Clerk, the Rev. Arthur W. Rideout, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Bradenton. In- 
spirational speaker for the Synod was the Rev. Dr. 
William M. Elliott, Jr., Pastor of Highland Park 


Presbyterian Church, Dallas, ‘Texas. 


The proposed division of St. Johns Presbytery 
will be carried out by a commission of Synod and 
it is expected that the division will be completed 


by January 1955. 
The Rev. James W. Marshall of Panama City, 


Florida, protested to the Synod regarding women 
speaking in the church. His protest will be forward- 
ed to the General Assembly where the Rev. Dr. Al- 
bert J. Kissling, Pastor of the Riverside Church, 
Jacksonville, has been appointed by Synod to de- 
fend the action of Synod. 


March 7 to April 10, 1955, has been designated 
as a period of simultaneous missions in which the 
ministers of Florida will go to Alabama from 
March 7th to 10th and pastors of Alabama churches 
will be preaching in Florida March 27 to April 3rd, 
1955. 

The “Forward With Christ Movement” was 
adopted by the Synod of Florida for 1955, 56 
and 57. 

A benevolent budget of $515,000.00 was appor- 
tioned among the several Presbyteries of Florida. 


—Arthur W. Rideout. 


Presbyterians Will Hear 
Graham And Rev. Mr. Jones 


CHAPEL HIL1, July 27—Two prominent North 
Carolinians will be among the principal speakers 
at a series of Presbyterian meetings in August at 
Rensselaerville, N. Y. 

They are Dr. Frank Graham, former U NC presi- 
dent, now U.N. representative, and the Rev. Charles 
M. Jones, pastor of the Chapel Hill Community 
Church. 

Other speakers will include Norman ‘Thomas, 
frequent Socialist Party presidential candidate; Dr. 
Everett R. Clinchy, president, National Conference 
of Christians and Jews; Dr. George E. Haynes, 
National Urban League, and Dr. Samuel Golden- 
son, rabbi emeritus, Temple Emanu-Fl, New York 


City. 


Rev. P. A. Mickel 


Rev. Philip Alexander Mickel, 57, Presbyterian 
Minister, died in Veterans Hospital, Durham, N. 
C., on July 5, 1954. Funeral services were held in 
Presbyterian Church, Chatham, Virginia. Burial 
was in the Chatham Cemetery. He is survived by 
his wife and one son, Madison Mickel. 
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Chestnut Mountain Presbyterian 
Church Is Georgia's Rural 
Church Of The Year 


ATLANTA, GA., July 22—(PN)—The Georgia 
Rural Church of the Year, also receiver of first 
honorable mention in the rural church contest for 
the entire Southeastern area, July 18 celebrated its 
honors, dedicated a new church, and observed its 
80th anniversary. The Chestnut Mountain Presby- 
terian Church, located some eight miles from Flow- 
ery Branch in north Georgia, showed some three 
hundred members, community neighbors and visitors 
several good reasons why it was awarded the Emory 
University Rural Church awards. 


The new $33,000 church was dedicated in an 
afternoon service, at which Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, 
executive secretary of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, Richmond, Va., delivered the dedicatory 
sermon, Dr. Dendy, who as pastor of the Gaines- 
ville, Ga., First Church, served Chestnut Moun- 
tain Church as stated supply for seven years, praised 
the congregation for its accomplishments and hon- 
ors, and cited these as clear evidences of God’s bless- 
ings, and the working of the Holy Spirit through 
the community. 


Earlier in the day, Dr. Cecil Thompson, profes- 
sor in Columbia Theological Seminary, had preach- 
ed the Sunday morning sermon. Dr. Thompson, as 
director of the Athens Presbytery Rural Church 
Training Program, had an important role in en- 
couraging the rural church in its efforts. Dr. Ross 
Freeman, director of the Emory University Town 
and Country Church Institute, another visitor on 
dedication day, represented the second agency re- 
sponsible in a large measure for encouraging the 
accomplishments of the Chestnut Mountain con- 
gregation. 


Under the leadership of the Rev. Matthew Me- 
(Gowan, who in 1953 became the first full-time pas- 
tor in the history of the 80-year-church, Chestnut 
Memorial has grown from 47 members to 75 within 
a three-year period. Prior to 1953, the church was 
one of three served by Mr. McGowan. 


Presbyterian Book Stores Offer 


Special Discounts To Libraries 


Books purchased from the Presbyterian Book 
Stores for church or public libraries will cost the 
purchaser less after August 1, 1954, Cameron 
Deans, general manager of the Division of Publica- 
tion of the Board of Christian Education recent); 
announced. Effective after that date, all books pur- 
chased for a church or public library will be sold at 
a 20% discount. | 


No red tape is involved, as only a simple certi- 
fication that the order is for a particular librarn 
will entitle the purchaser to the discount. The li- 
brary discount will be given by the Presbyteriar 
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Book Stores in Atlanta, Georgia; Dallas, Texas; 
and Richmond, Virginia. Bonus credits already 
earned will be issued on John Knox Book Club 
library memberships through July, Mr. Deans 
stated. 


This policy has been established by the Board of 
Christian Education in an effort to encourage 
churches to establish their own libraries. 


Men Of South Carolina Presbytery 
Organize For The Preservation Of 
Southern Presbyterian Church 


An organization for the preservation and con- 
tinuation of the Southern Presbyterian Church was 
formed by men of the South Carolina Presbytery 
Sunday afternoon at a meeting at Thornwell Me- 
morial Church, Clinton. 


R. F. McCaslan of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Greenwood, was elected chairman of the 
four-county presbytery organization. The following 
vice chairmen were also named for each of the four 
counties: J. H. Sherard of First Presbyterian 
Church, Abbeville; James R. Davis, First Presby- 
terian Church, Laurens; D. W. A. Neville, Ave- 
leigh Presbyterian Church, Newberry; Dr. B. M. 
Grier, First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood. 


C. Bruce Barksdale, First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenwood, was elected secretary and treasurer. 

The meeting was well attended and much interest 
expressed in the aims of the group. 


The organization plans to provide speakers for 
churches and assist in other ways with information 
pertaining to union of the two Presbyterian 
Churches, Mr. McCaslan said. The plan is to ex- 
tend the organization into the individual churches, 


he added. 


Miss Elizabeth Rice Joins 
Presbyterian Educational Staff 
Miss Elizabeth Rice, of 2921 Hawthorne Avenue, 


has been named to succeed Miss Gladys Jackson as 
Associate in the Department of Youth Work of the 
Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church, in the ited States. Miss Rice is the 
daughter of the late Dr. Theron H. Rice and Mrs. 
Rice of Richmond. Dr. Rice was for several years 
Professor of English Bible and Pastoral Theology 
at Union Theological inary. 


Miss Rice is a graduate of Thomas Jefferson 
High School, Westhampton College, and General 
Assembly’s Training School and for the last few 
years has been Director of Christian Education in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Virginia. 
She is the immediate past president of the Directors 
of Christian Education Association of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., an organization which has its 
membership throughout seventeen southern states. 
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As Associate in the Department of Youth Work, 
Miss Rice’s primary responsibility will be in direct- 
ing the Pioneer program in this largest agency in 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. She will also edit 
the program magazine entitled ‘Pioneer Trails’ 
and will be in charge of producing all of the Camp 
and Conference material for the Pioneer age group. 


Miss Gladys Jackson, formerly holding the posi- 
tion which Miss Rice will assume on September 1, 
has resigned to become Director of Christian Edu- 
cation in the First Presbyterian Church of Spartan- 
burg, South Carolina. 


BOOKS 3 


“THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF INFANT BAPTISM. 
By Pierre Ch. Marcel. James Clark and Co., London. 
Price $2.50. 


It is highly important that adherents of the Re- 
formed Faith should have a working knowledge of 
the Biblical doctrine of Infant Baptism. The Sacra- 
ment of the Covenant of Grace is indeed a means of 
grace. Dr. Marcel, the author of this volume, pre- 
sents a vigorous over-all investigation of the Scrip- 
tures and the conclusions deduced from such an in- 
vestigation as the basis for the Christian doctrine of 
Infant Baptism. 


+ A 


The writer points out the absurdity of the position 
of those who hold that we have no right to baptise 
covenant children because there is no explicit com- 
mandment requiring such in the New Testament. He 
insists that those who pose this objection should be 
consistent and deny women the right to receive the 
Holy Communion because it is not enjoined in the 
New Testament that women should partake of the 
Lord’s Supper. He asked, “Does not the problem pre- 


sent itself in exactly the same terms? Certainly; yet — 


those who differ from us do not experience the least 
difficulty in utilizing here the principle of the anal- 
ogy of faith: they refer first of alf to the institution 
of the Lord’s supper, to its meaning and import, and 
to the intentions of our Lord; they study the New 
Testament dispensation of grace, gladly produce texts 
such as Galatians 3:28, and conclude that, in accord- 
ance with its institution, the Lord’s supper is suitable 
for women as well as for men. Here indeed is most 
sane theology! But it must be admitted that the proof 
of the communion of women is not direct, but indi- 
rect, and based upon a theological argument which 
is irreproachably conducted in accordance with the 
analogy of faith.” 


Continuing his argument, the Reformed Pastor 
writes, “When we likewise take the analogy of faith 
as our point of departure and show that by institu- 
tion, nature, and content baptism is suitable for chil- 
dren as well as for adults, in what way does our pro- 
cedure differ from that of those Baptists who prove 
that women can and ought to be communicants? Why 
is one procedure acceptable if the other is not? Why 


_ forbid to others that which one permits for oneself?” 
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The author agrees with Professor Cullmann who 
wrote on this point. “I should like, with all force to 
emphasize at the outset that there are in the New 
Testament decidedly fewer traces, indeed none at all 
of the Baptism of adults born of parents already 
Christian and brought up by them. . . . Those who 
dispute the Biblical character of infant Baptism have 
therefore to reckon with the fact that adult Baptism 
for sons and daughters born of Christian parents, 
which they recommend, is even worse attested by the 
New Testament than infant Baptism (for which cer- 
tain possible traces are discoverable) and indeed lacks 
any kind of proof.” 


To be true to the theory which the adversaries of 
infant Baptism wish to impose on us, Dr. Marcel ob- 
serves that they ought to consent only to the baptism 
of proselytes, since in their eyes the baptism of prose- 
lytes is alone attested in the New Testament. He 
holds that the whole of Scripture teaches that the 
children of believers are not the same as proselytes. 
to affirm the contrary in spite of Scripture is a quite 
gratuitous begging of the question. The a priori 
premisses upon which the Baptist system is reared do 
not survive being confronted with Scripture on this 


point. 
The legitimacy of infant baptism according to 
Marcel, depends entirely on the question of the man- 


ner in which Scripture regards the children of be- 
lievers and wishes us, consequently, to regard them. 


FolloWing a careful evaluation of passages of Scrip- 
ture germane to this subject, the author closes with 
this moving appeal. “To my colleagues in the min- 
istry of the covenant I would say: It is in all good 
conscience, as men, as Christians, and as theologians, 
that, taking our stand upon Holy Scripture, we not 
only can, but must baptize the children of believers, 
since they are born in the covenant, in conformity 
with the administration of the covenant of which we 
are all the servants. We exercise this sacred charge 
before God, for His glory, praising Him for the in- 
finite liberality of His promises and gifts and for the 
free bestowal of His mercy from generation to gen- 
eration, in the assurance that by preaching the cove- 
nant of God our Saviour and Comforter, and that by 
sealing those who are His with the sacred seal with 
which He Himself has marked us and our children, 
we labour faithfully in the vineyard of His Kingdom, 
in order that the greatest number mav, in accordance 
with His purposes, take their place for eternity at 
the heavenly banquet. Ours is the conviction, sealed 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, that the baptism of 
the children of believers has certain and assured 
foundation in Holy Scripture.” 


A few months ago we reviewed Professor John 
Murray’s monograph on “Christian Baptism”. This 
volume should be placed beside Professor Murrav’s 
work and the twain will constitute two of the best 
presentations of the Reformed Doctrine of Infant 
Baptism produced in our day. 


—John R. Richardson 
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“AMAZING GRACE.” By L. E. Barton. Christopher 
Publishing House. Price $2.75. 

Here is an enthralling book on the writings of St. 
Paul. The author presents the spiritual content of 
the Apostle’s message in an attractive manner. He 
believes that Paul is our greatest theologian as well 
as Our greatest missionary. He is certainly the great- 
est exponent of salvation by grace without human 
merit. This work should prove a real help in the 
understanding of St. Paul’s writings and enable the 
reader to capture more of the mind of Paul concern- 
ing the amazing grace of God. 


“THE UNFOLDING OF THE AGES.” Py Paul R. 
Alderman, Jr. Zondervan Publishing House. Price 
$2.00. 


The author is a layman who has made a special 
study of the subject of prophecy. In this volume he 
deals with prophecy fulfilled, prophecy to be ful- 
filled, and prophecy being fulfilled. Although Chris- 
tians do not agree in their interpretations upon pro- 
phetic subjects this volume should prove stimulating 
to all who are interested in Bible prophecy. 


“SIMON PETER.” By M. R. DeHann. Zondervan 
Publishing House. Price $2.50. 


In this tremendously practical volume, Dr. De- 
Hann convincingly answers the questions raised by 
many concerning the paradoxical character of Simon 
Peter. This practical approach to problems concern- 
ing Christians makes this much more than a mere 
biography. Dr. DeHann himself points out “The 
study of Peter’s life is more than a biographical sketch, 
for in the life of Peter we find illustrated every im- 
portant Biblical doctrine”. This is a down-to-earth 
work that is of real value to Christians who want to 
know more about victory in the Christian life. 


“ELLICOTT’S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
VoLtuMeE 3, I Kincs To EstHer.” William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company. Price $5.95. 


This volume graphically portrays the Divine gov- 
ernment over the covenanted people called Israel. It 
traces their sins and their repentance. It delineates 
God’s punishments and his forgiveness. It draws 
forth for the learning of the servants of God in all 
ages, the Spiritual lessons taught by the voice of “God 
in History”. The commentators in this volume pre- 
sent many evidences of historical and geographical 
accuracy even in points of detail. They point out that 
these books are not so much a continuous narrative as 
a series of records of great epics, of historical signifi- 
cance, strung on a thin thread of mere annalistic se- 
quence, 


This volume will provide help for Sunday sermons, 
Prayer meeting talks, messages for Young People’s 
groups and Sunday School lessons. It is a beneficial 
exposition, both simple and satisfying. 
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From Nation To Nation. By Martha L. Moe- 
nich. Zondervan Publishing Company. Price $2.00. 


In this volume, Miss Moenich takes you to Africa, 
Iraq, India and Hawaii. It is an account of her eighth 
missionary journey. Here you will find stories of 
success and stories of failure but throughout all of it 
you will see the wonderful working of the Gospel— 
the power of God unto salvation. The chapters are 
intriguing and informative. 


THREE SHALL Be One. By Francea H. Arnold. 
Moody Press. Price $3.00. 


This is another book from the pen of Francea 
Arnold whose readers now number thousands across 
the nations. It is another story with the depth and 
intensity which characterize novels which live beyond 
their own generation. This is a story of man and 
wife tensions and it reveals the solution to the prob- 
lem—Christ in the home. 


THe Harp InN THe Cave. By Argye M. Briggs. 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company. Price 
$2.00. 


This is a novel for young people. The setting of 
this story is in the Texas prairie—place of many of 
the author's own childhood scenes. Mrs. Briggs gives 
her young readers a flavorful taste of life in Amer- 
ica’s great Southwest. This work is characterized by 
strong character portrayals and is written in an 
interesting and absorbing style for young people in 
the lower teens. 


“YIELDED BobDiEs.” By Robert G. Lee. Zondervan 
Publishing Company. Price $2.50. 


The Biblical doctrine of the body is the theme that | 


the author holds up in his striking and forceful mes- 
sages. In this volume the reader learns many won- 
derful facts about God's masterpiece—the human 
body—but what is more important he will learn the 
great religious truths that are intimately related to 
the members of our bodies. It might be surprising 
to the reader to observe how much the Bible has to 
say about the eyes, ears, mouth, tongue, hands, knees, 
feet and heart of the human body. A great chapter on 
the Resurrection body closes the book. 


“Worp STUDIFS—EPHESIANS AND COLOSSIANS.” 
By Kenneth S. Wuest. William B. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company. Price $2.50. 


This is the 13th in a series of word studies by Dr. 
Wuest. The author has the ability to popularize and 
make understandable the New Testament in its orig- 
inal language. This work is designed especially for 
those who do not have facility with the Greek text 
but who would like to benefit from an exposition 
making full and competent use of the exact Greek 
rendering. 
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Ephesians and Colossians are companion letters; 
Ephesians speaking of the body of Christ of which 
He is the head and Colossians presenting Christ as 
the head of the body. Professor Wuest’s exegesis is 
characteristically incisive and arresting. He makes 
these two letters live and reveals their meaning for 


our day. 


“THE HISTORY OF PREACHING.” By E. C. Dargan. 
Baker Book House. Price $7.95. | 


This volume presents in panoramic fashion the 
story of Christian preaching from the Apostolic Fath- 
ers to the 20th century. It is a glowing account of 
the men whose names are synonymous with preach- 
ing and whose pulpit expositions from the Bible have 
caused them to be forever enshrined in the hearts of 
Christians. It is far more, however, than the biogra- 
phy of great preachers. It is the story of the power 
of the pulpit and a running account of preaching 
through the centuries. 


We know of no history of preaching which com- 
pares with this work in comprehensiveness and live- 
liness of presentation. It is a standard in its field. It 
is a book which every pastor and theological seminary 
student should have in his working library and his 
reference shelf. It is a volume one will likely turn to 
for information and inspiration from the pulpit 
giants. 


“THE BOOK OF ISAIAH.” By George L. Robinson. 
Baker Book House. Price $2.50. 


Dr. George L. Robinson is a well known Bible stu- 
dent, teacher and lecturer. He taught for a number 
of years in McCormick Theological Seminary. He 1s 
highly esteemed as an author and his writings are 
always of high quality. 


This lucid exposition of the book of Isaiah is de- 
signed to give a systematic study of the book. It is 
adaptable for studv groups or for text-book use. Any- 
one studying this book will gain a greater apprecia- 
tion and deepened knowledge of the book of Isaiah. 
The author’s consideration of the Dead Sea Scroll 
here given for the first time is a valuable addition to 
this already valuable book. 


Prayer Offered By The Pastor. 

Rev. M. B. Prince, At The 
Dedication Of Williams Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C. 
Sunday, April 25, 1954. 


Almightv and everlasting God; the Lord of al! 
creation: the Lord of all the earth; the author and 
sustainer of life and the giver of eternal life: Thou 
dwellest not in temples made with hands. neither 
art Thou worshipped with men’s hands. Nay, even 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain Thee; much 
less this house which we, Thy servants, have erected 
to Thy glory. Nevertheless, Thou dost delight in 
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tl. praise which men offer to Thee in Thy sanctu- 
ar. We humbly beseech Thee that Thou wilt ac- 
ce t the offering of this house, which Thy people 
hae built to the glory and honor of Thy holy 
\me. We consecrate it to Thee, the Father, the 
S. , and the Holy Spirit, to be henceforth the House 
of «sod and a Gate of Heaven; we set it apart from 
al. common and worldly uses, for a temple and a 
sa ctuary where Thy holy gospel shall be preached ; 

where Thy high praises shall be devoutly sung; 
where the ordinances of Thy Holy Word shall be 
duly administered, and to which Thy people shall 
throng with cheerful steps. 


Bless, we pray Thee, all who from this time 
forth shall meet within these sacred walls for work 
and worship. Hover over them with Thy Spirit, 
to sanctify them to Thy service, in the best use of 
whatever talents Thou hast given them. Unite 
them so in love and in the unity of Thy Spirit that 
no schism may ever rend them asunder, nor cause 
ill will between those that serve one Lord and wor- 
‘hip one Father; but with hearts united in Thy 
love and service, with a true sense of Christian 
S ewardship, and burdened with the need of a lost 
world, may do all that is possible to usher in Thy 
kingdom. 


So direct with Thy Spirit, those who shall preach 
trom this sacred pulpit, that nothing contrary to 
Thy holy and inspired Word shall ever be pro- 
claimed, and that no important Scriptural truth be 
omitted. But give unto Thy servants boldness to 
proclaim Thy truth and eagerness to know and to 
do Thy will. May the preaching of the Gospel 
from this desk persuade the lost to seek and find 
Christ as Lord and Saviour; may it recall the back- 
slidden to paths of usefulness and service again, and 
may it build up the saints in Thy holy faith. 


When the sacramental water of Baptism is ap- 
plied in this house, wilt Thou baptize the recipients 
thereof with the Holy Ghost and with fire, that 
regenerated by the power of Thy Spirit, they may 
lead lives worthy of those who name the Name of 
Christ. 


When Thy people shall meet around Thy sacra- 
mental table in this place, and partake of the sym- 
bols of Thy sacrifice for sin; may the real presence 
of the living Christ be felt; and may the partakers 
teel the bond that binds them to each other and to 
every true child of God throughout the earth. 


When Christian parents bring their little chil- 
dren to dedicate them to Thee, through Baptism, 
and to claim Thy covenant promises in their behalf, 
wilt Thou enable them to make effective, in the 
rearing of their offspring, the sacred vows which 
they take in this place. 


When heart speaks to heart in ‘“The way of a 
nian with a maid,” and eager love stands before the 
marriage altar in this house, wilt Thou bless those 
vho take the vows that bind them together, and 
g-ant that they may go forth to establish Christian 
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homes that shall not be broken until death do them 
part. 


When sickness or sorrow or disaster shall come 
to some member of this congregation, may the pray- 
ers of Thy people arise in behalf of the one who 
suffers, as a token that if one member of the body 
suffer, all of the members of the body suffer with 
it; and wilt Thou hear and answer the prayers of 
love and sympathy that arise unto Thee. 


When one has sinned deeply and feels the despair 
of guilt upon his soul, then may he remember that 
if we confess our sins, Thou art faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all un- 


“righteousness; wilt Thou hear the prayer of peni- 


tence that he makes in this house and forgive, and 
restore unto him the joy of Thy salvation. And 
may we who are spiritual restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness, considering ourselves, lest we 
also be tempted. 


When the last solemn words of love and respect 
are said in this house over the earthly remains of 
one of Thy servants, wilt Thou speak peace and 
comfort to those who are bereaved, and remind 
them of the blessed hope of the resurrection in 


Christ Jesus our Lord. 


From Sabbath to Sabbath, as Thy people meet 
here to worship, may they find sweet fellowship 
with. Thee and with each other. May the weary 
find rest, the weak find strength, the despairing find 
hope, the sorrowing find comfort, the troubled find 
peace, the sinner find forgiveness, the lost find salva- 
tion, the burdened find release, and may all find 
joy in Thy service. 


And when Jesus Christ our Lord shall suddenly 


return in His glory with all His holy angels, may 


He find those who at that time are members of this 
congregation, watching and waiting, with their 
lamps all trimmed and burning bright; that united 
again with those who have gone before, each may 
hear the welcome words, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” And may the sweet fellowship begun here 
continue in greater measure throughout the bound- 
less realms of eternity; as united at last with Thee 
and with all the Church triumphant, in the Father’s 
House of many mansions, not made with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens, we shall enter and enjoy 
the Kingdom prepared for us from the foundation 
of the world. 


Bless those whose love and sacrifices have gone 
into the erection of this house, and may it be a sym- 
bol of the greater love and sacrifices which we make 
for Thy visible kingdom here on earth. Forgive all 
that has been done amiss, or done half-heartedly, or 
omitted altogether, if it should have been done, and 
make our service, love and gifts effective in hasten- 
ing the day when Thy kingdom shall come and Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 


In Jesus name, 
Amen. 
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